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U.S. Marine Corps Forces
Europe and Africa 

The crisis response force of choice
Responsive Warrior is a visual representation of Marine Corps activities spanning two continents.  Our 
Marines continue to provide the geographic combatant commanders at U.S. European Command 
(EUCOM) and U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) with a force whose capabilities are relevant and 
ready for deployment at a moment’s notice. We are the right force in the right place and always at 
the right time.  
 U.S. Marine Corps Forces Europe and Africa Headquarters (MARFOREUR/AF)
The headquarters is based in Stuttgart, Germany, and provides support to both our 
rotational units and the two combatant commanders at EUCOM and AFRICOM across 
all war-fighting functions. Planning efforts from this headquarters translate strategic 
objectives into operational ones that will be achieved by our rotational forces - Special 
Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Africa, the Black Sea Rotational 
Force and Marine Rotational Force-Europe.

Marine Rotational Force-Europe (MRF-E)
This force is comprised of an infantry company reinforced by enablers and a Marine 
Coordination Element. The Marines’ presence in Norway facilitates military exercises 
that support NATO and EUCOM operational plans; increases interoperability with Allies 
and partners; advances efforts for naval integration; and enables recuperation of the 
Marine Corps’ cold weather and mountain proficiencies.

Black Sea Rotational Force (BSRF)
Based in Romania, this contingent of Marines and Sailors train in the Black Sea, Balkan 
and Caucasus regions, maintaining their readiness and strategic partnerships. Their 
efforts improve interoperability, promote collective security, and provide the capability 
for rapid crisis response as directed by EUCOM and MARFOREUR/AF.
 
Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Africa (SPMAGTF-CR-AF)
This team of Marines and Sailors is based at Morón Air Base, Spain, and Naval Air 
Station Sigonella, Italy. They operate by the direction of the AFRICOM Commander.  
SPMAGTF-CR-AF can operate anywhere within the combatant command’s 
geographic scope. They regularly train in Africa at Cooperative Security Locations, 
which provide a powerful presence and enables a more timely response to crises.
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WHITE CLAYMORE
JANUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 16

Exercise White Claymore involves 
coordination with our Allies in an effort 
to expand our abilities in ground and air 
movement to northern Norway. Exercise 
operations include: mountain assaults, 
movement in adverse terrain, movement 
over snow, live-fire ranges, and training for 
defensive and offensive operations in winter 
conditions. This exercise provides U.S. Marines 
an opportunity to enhance cold weather 
and mountain operations. 

Top: Marines practice skjøring, by being towed 
while on skis.

Middle: A U.S. Marine participates in helicopter 
support team training alongside the U.K. Royal 
Marines. 

Bottom Left: A U.S. Marine conducts a mountain-
ous assault on enemy position as the northern lights 
shine above. 

Bottom Right: A U.S. Marine attempts to get out of 
water during an ice-breaking drill. 
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ARROW
MAY 7 - MAY 18

Exercise Arrow is a multinational annual Finnish exercise focused 
on strengthening Allied and partner relationships, increasing 
interoperability, and improving readiness. Conducted at 
Niinissalo Training Area, Exercise Arrow is a live-fire exercise 
including with platoon-to-battalion level mechanized infantry, 
artillery, and mortar performance in the field. This was the first 
time the USMC M1A1 Abrams tanks participated in training in 
Finland.

Top Left: Marines fire the M1A1 
Abrams tank during a live-fire exer-
cise.

Top Right: Marines prepare to fire 
an M1A1 Abrams tanks during a 
low-light live-fire exercise.

Bottom: An M1A1 Abrams fires 
during low-light training.
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The Belleau Wood Ceremony is an annual 
World War I commemoration that serves to 
remind all audiences of the enormous sacrifices 
made by the 4th Marine Brigade during the 
Battle of Belleau Wood, which took place in 
June 1918. The main service takes place at the 
Aisne-Marne American Cemetery in Belleau, 
France, with a Memorial Day service at Oise-
Aisne American Cemetery in Fere-en-Tardenois, 
France. This year was the 100th Anniversary of 
the battle.

BELLEAU WOOD
 100th ANNIVERSARY

MAY 27

Top Right: Marines with the firing detail of the 6th Marine 
Regiment stand ready during the service at Aisne-Marne. 

Middle Left: Ceremony crowds walk to Devil Dog Fountain 
after the Aisne-Marne service behind the 2nd Marine Divi-
sion Band.

Middle Right: Marines march to Devil Dog Fountain upon 
Aisne-Marne service conclusion. 

Bottom: Marines with MARFOREUR/AF served as the Hon-
or Platoon and Color Guard for the service at Oise-Aisne 
American Cemetery.
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BELLEAU WOOD
 100th ANNIVERSARY

MAY 27

JEANNE D’ARC
FEBRUARY 16 - MARCH 23

Marines with BSRF embarked on the French 
ship, Dixmude, for military-to-military 
innovation training in the Mediterranean 
Sea. Jeanne D’Arc is an amphibious exercise 
designed for U.S. and French Marines to 
learn about each other’s tactics, techniques 
and procedures to enhance cooperative 
security operations. This exercise provides 
U.S. Marines the opportunity to increase 
proficiency in core infantry skills and develop 
an amphibious mindset while being trained 
as a cohesive unit with the French and 
British militaries. The goal is to build an 
understanding of how Allied forces operate 
and develop camaraderie among Allies.

Top: A French Marine 
presents a French 
rifle to U.S. Marines 
aboard French ship 
Dixmude.

Middle: U.S. Marines 
with BSRF and French 
Marines pose for a 
group photo after a 
squad competition at 
Toulon, France.

Bottom: A U.S. Marine 
and a French Ma-
rine kick box during 
a martial arts course 
aboard French ship 
Dixmude.
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AMPHIBIOUS LEADERS         
EXPEDITIONARY SYMPOSIUM

NATO leaders from across Europe and the 
United States completed the fourth iteration of 
Amphibious Leaders Expeditionary Symposium 
(ALES). The leaders converged on Joint Warfare 
Center in Stavanger, Norway. More than 30 
maritime and amphibious experts worked to 
develop a way forward to continue the efforts to 
enhance amphibious support to NATO.

Top Left: Participants of ALES 
gather around to discuss 
interoperability.

Middle Left: ALES participants 
join together to discuss in-
teroperability.

Middle Right: Maj.Gen. Russel 
A.C. Sanborn addresses fel-
low participants.
 
Bottom Left: ALES participants 
gather for a group photo.

JUNE 19 - JUNE 21
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BALTOPS
JUNE 4 - JUNE 25

BALTOPS is the premier 
maritime exercise in the 
Baltic Sea region and one 
of the largest exercises 
in northern Europe. A 
multinational force, including 
U.S. Marines, demonstrates 
the interoperability of NATO 
Allies and partners while 
assuring nations of NATO’s 
commitment to security and 
stability in the Baltic Sea 
region. BALTOPS also delivers 
high-end training across the 
entire spectrum of naval 
warfare.

Top:  Marines engage targets with M1A1 
Abrams tanks during live-fire training.
 
Middle Left: Marines discuss tactics be-
fore live-fire training.

Middle Right: Marine tanker discusses 
upcoming M1A1 Abrams tank live-fire 
exercise with Allied counterparts.

Bottom: The M1A1 Abrams tank during a 
live-fire exercise within a low-light envi-
ronment.
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SABER STRIKE
JUNE 4 - JUNE 24

Exercise Saber Strike highlights the aggregation 
of forces from the continental U.S. into Allied 
territory in Europe, promotes regional stability 
and security, and fosters trust while improving 
interoperability with NATO Allies and partners. 
The exercise focuses on preparation of troops 
for the NATO Response Force (NRF). BSRF 
supported the exercise by providing infantry 
tactics training, a Supporting Arms Liaison Team 
(SALT), and Fire Control Team (FCT) to support 
the Multinational Battalion HQ and maneuver 
units in the combined arms live-fire field 
exercise.

Top Left: Marines relay orders during field training. 

Middle Left: Marines maneuver through their objective 
during field training.

Middle Right: A Marine maneuvers with an M240B 
machine gun.

Bottom Left: A Marine with BSRF engages opposing 
forces during field training.
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HEDGEHOG
APRIL 30 - MAY 11

During Exercise Hedgehog, MRF-E deploys 
to Estonia to provide command and control 
integration and staff planning at the company 
and platoon levels. This exercise improves force 
readiness and interoperability through both 
live and non-live fire training, as well as fire and 
maneuver training. 

Top Right: A Marine 
confirms his GPS location 
to a radio operator prior 
to conducting a platoon 
counter-attack.

Middle Left: A Marine 
rides in an Estonian mili-
tary vehicle to the stag-
ing point for a platoon 
counter-attack.

Middle Right: A Marine 
checks on his rear securi-
ty element prior to con-
ducting a platoon count-
er-attack. 

Bottom: Marines advance 
to their assault position 
during a platoon count-
er-attack.
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AFRICAN LION 18
APRIL 16 - APRIL 27

African Lion is a joint and combined exercise that 
includes a Combined Joint Task Force Command 
Post Exercise linked with:  Intelligence Capacity 
Building Workshop and Basic Intelligence Course; 
Aviation Training Exercises; Field Training Exercises; 
Humanitarian Civic Assistance and Senior Leader 
Dialogue focused on counter-violent extremist 
organizations (VEO); maritime/land/air border 
security challenges; transnational threats and 
regional cooperation; and cyber security and 
defense. This exercise strengthens African partner 
nations’ capacity to contain regional instability, 
degrade violent extremist organizations, and 
maintain security within their borders. It reinforces 
training conducted in previous African Lion 
exercises and creates a foundation for inter-military 
cooperation. African Lion is the largest African 
exercise in the AFRICOM area of operation.

Top: Members of the Moroccan Roy-
al Armed Forces prepare to practice 
with M203 grenade launchers.

Middle Left: A Marine and members 
of the Moroccan Royal Armed Forces 
prepare for the live-fire range.

Middle Right: A Marine and a mem-
ber of the Moroccan Royal Armed 
Forces prepare for the live-fire range.

Bottom: U.S. Air Force F-15Cs, a B-52 
Stratofortress bomber and Royal Mo-
roccan air force F-16s fly in a forma-
tion.
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ALEXANDER 
THE 

GREAT
JANUARY 15 - JANUARY 26

Exercise Alexander The Great is a bi-lateral event involving U.S. 
Marines and the Greek Naval Infantry Brigade that reassures the NATO 
Allied relationship, improves readiness, and strengthens interoperability 
through platoon to battalion level infantry and amphibious skills. 

Top Left: U.S. Marines engage with 
a notional enemy. 

Middle: U.S. Marines plan oper-
ation against a notional enemy 
alongside their Greek counter-
parts.

Bottom Left: U.S. and Greek Ma-
rines board aircraft ahead of 
force-on-force training.

Bottom Right: A U.S. Marine posts 
security, during field training.
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JUNIPER COBRA
MARCH 14 - MARCH 15

Juniper Cobra is a bi-lateral training exercise that 
includes forces from every branch of the Israeli 
Defense Forces, BSRF, 24th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit, Marine Rotational Force-Europe, Fleet 
Anti-terrorism Support Team, and Naval Forces 
Europe. The exercise is designed to promote 
interoperability between U.S. and Israeli forces 
and sharpen various warfighting and humanitarian 
skills. The exercise includes Military Operations 
in Urban Terrain (MOUT) training, Maritime 
Interdiction Operations, amphibious operations, 
aviation training, and live-fire training.

Top: Marines inspect the terrain after 
their arrival near Palmachim Beach, 
Israel.

Right: Marines come ashore in Israel.

Bottom: Landing Craft Air Cush-
ion from the USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) 
comes ashore near Palmachim 
Beach, Israel.
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FROZEN REINDEER
MAY 14 - JUNE 1

Frozen Reindeer is a training 
exercise conducted by the 
Marine Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle Squadron 2 (VMU-2). 
This exercise occurs in Rena, 
Norway, and is designed 
to build flight and ground 
proficiency to increase unit 
readiness. 

Top: Marines with VMU-2 wheel a RQ-21A Black-
jack.

Middle: Marines assemble an antenna. 

Bottom Left: A Marine Corps RQ-21A Blackjack 
flies during Exercise Frozen Reindeer.

Bottom Right: Marines launch a RQ-21A Blackjack.
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WINTER SUN
MARCH 5 - MARCH 22

Exercise Winter Sun is an annual Swedish national exercise 
conducted as part of the annual conscript training cycle hosted 
by the Swedish Norrbotten Regiment. The purpose of the exercise 
is to conduct a battalion level live-fire field training exercise in cold 
weather and arctic conditions in order to increase interoperability 
between the United States Marine Corps, Allied, and partner 
nations. 

Top: Marines set up se-
curity after unloading a 
Swedish NH90 helicopter.

Bottom Left: A Swedish 
soldier familiarizes Ma-
rines with a Swedish Main 
Battle Tank 122.

Bottom Right: Marines 
hold security while on the 
move to an objective.
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FJORD FURY
MAY 14 - JUNE 18

Top Left: Marine Attack Squadron (VMA) 542 poses for a 
group photo.
 
Top Right: A Marine aircraft maintainer salutes pilot after 
conducting preflight checks.

Middle Right: A Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier hovers in 
place for a demonstration.

Bottom Left: A Marine returns after his final flight of the 
exercise.

Bottom Right: A Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier taxis down 
the flight line.

Marine Attack Squadron (VMA) 542, with 2nd 
Marine Aircraft Wing, took part in Exercise Fjord 
Fury in Bodo, Norway. The exercise is designed 
to conduct combined training with NATO Allied 
forces, foster relationships with host and partner 
nations, and improve the squadron’s combat 
readiness. 
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PLATINUM REN
MAY 14 - MAY 25

Exercise Platinum Ren highlights joint 
readiness among the U.S. Marine Corps 
1st Marine Division, 1st Reconnaissance 
Battalion and the Norwegian Coastal 
Rangers through bi-lateral platoon level 
offensive and defensive operations. 
Platinum Ren increases interoperability by 
strengthening bi-lateral communication 
networks, combined arms, and in-theater 
transportation. 

Top: Marines observe the Norwegian Coastal 
Ranger Commandos as they conduct a live- fire 
range and patrol.

Middle: Marines and Norwegian Coastal Ranger 
Commandos conduct training aboard a CB90-
class fast assault craft.

Bottom Left: Marines return fire while conducting a 
live-fire range and patrol.

Bottom Right: Marines and Norwegian Coastal 
Ranger Commandos prepare to conduct water 
casting training aboard a Combat Boat-90 (CB-
90) fast assault craft.
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THEATER SECURITY       
COOPERATION

APRIL 9 - JUNE 8

Top: A UPDF Soldier receives 
award.

Middle: Marines hold a 
graduation for their students 
of the UPDF.

Bottom: Marines and UPDF 
Soldiers pose for a group 
picture at Camp Singo, 
Uganda. 

Marines and Sailors assigned to 
SPMAGTF-CR-AF, Uganda Theater 
Security Cooperation team, spend 
two months training alongside the 
Ugandan People’s Defense Force 
(UPDF). The training included readiness 
for crisis response as well as their overall 
skills in motor transportation, heavy 
equipment operations, maintenance, 
communications, supply, civil 
engineering and utilities management. 
As a sign of goodwill, the Department 
of Defense also turned over troop 
transportation vehicles along with 
heavy machinery, generators, and 
medical and communications 
equipment. The equipment is meant 
to further their capabilities as a force 
and ensure they will be able to better 
help their citizens and more effectively 
respond to crises.




