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Responsive Warrior is a visual representation of Marine Corps activities spanning two continents. Our Marines continue 
to provide the geographic combatant commanders of U.S. European Command (EUCOM) and U.S. Africa Command 
(AFRICOM) with highly capable forces who are ready to deploy at a moment’s notice. We are the right force, in the right 
place, and always at the right time.  

Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Europe and Africa (MARFOREUR/AF) 
The headquarters operates in Stuttgart, Germany, and provides support to both our rotational units and 
the two combatant commanders at EUCOM and AFRICOM across all warfighting functions. Planning 
efforts from this headquarters translate strategic objectives into operational ones that will be achieved by 
our rotational forces: Marine Rotational Force-Europe and Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task 
Force-Crisis Response-Africa. 

Marine Rotational Force-Europe (MRF-E) 
This force is comprised of an infantry battalion reinforced by enablers and a Marine Coordination 
Element deployed to two locations in Norway–Vaernes Air Base and Setermoen. The Marines’ presence 
in Norway focuses on: regional engagement throughout the Nordic and Baltic States; conducting various 
named exercises while supporting NATO and EUCOM operational plans; cold-weather and mountain 
training in arctic conditions; exercise prepositioned equipment; and military-to-military engagements, 
which enhance our overall interoperability with allies and partners.

Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Africa (SPMAGTF-CR-AF) 
This team of Marines and Sailors operates at Morón Air Base, Spain, and Naval Air Station Sigonella, 
Italy. They operate at the direction of the AFRICOM commander. SPMAGTF-CR-AF conducts 
crisis-response and contingency operations, theater-security cooperation, enabling operations and other 
missions anywhere within the combatant command’s geographic scope. The unit is a self-deploying, and 
highly-mobile crisis-response force allocated to AFRICOM to respond to missions in both permissive 
and uncertain environments. Missions include the protection of U.S. personnel, property, and interests in 
the AFRICOM area of responsibility. 
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ARROW
APRIL 23 - MAY 7

Exercise Arrow is a multinational, annual Finnish 
exercise that strengthens partner relationships, increases 
interoperability, and improves readiness. Conducted at 
Niinisalo Training Area, Exercise Arrow is a live-fire 
exercise involving platoon to battalion-level mechanized 
infantry, artillery, and mortar training in the field. 

Top: Marines receive ammunition before a live-fire range.

Middle Left: Marines conduct live-fire during a battle-sight zero 
range training event.

Middle Right: U.S. Marine Corps M1A1 Abrams tanks fire during a 
live-fire range.

Bottom: A U.S. Marine Corps M1A1 Abrams tank fires during a live-
fire range.

WHITE CLAYMORE
JANUARY 28 - FEBRUARY 24

Exercise White Claymore expands the Marine Corps’ arctic and mountain warfare 
abilities in northern Norway through coordination with our British allies stationed 
in Norway. Exercise operations include: mountain assaults, movements in adverse 
terrain, movement over snow, live-fire ranges, and training for defensive and offensive 
operations in winter conditions. 

Top Left: A Marine attacks a simulated target.

Top Right: Marines conduct a patrol on skis. 

Bottom Left: Marines consolidate to discuss 
winter warfare tactics.

Bottom Right: A Marine posts security.
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Exercise Northern Wind  is a Swedish invitational training 
event designed to enhance high-intensity warfighting 
skills in a multinational exercise through tactical logistics, 
transportation, and communication networks. During the 
exercise, MRF-E coordinated with allies and partners to 
enhance individual to company-level readiness in cold-
weather and mountainous operations.

Top: A Marine finds range distance.

Middle Left: A Marine provides security 
with a Bandvagn 206 all-terrain carrier’s 
.50-caliber mounted weapon.

Middle Right: A Marine provides security.

Bottom: Marines fire a .50-caliber mounted 
weapon at simulated enemy vehicles.

NORTHERN WIND 
MARCH 20 - MARCH 27

THUNDER REINDEER
MAY 15 - MAY 31

Exercise Thunder Reindeer  is a battalion-level, combined- 
arms, live-fire exercise developed to increase familiarity 
and proficiency in fire-and-maneuver tactics between 
U.S. Marines and the Norwegian Army. This exercise 
successfully fostered readiness, interoperability, and 
reinforced relationships with U.S. and Norwegian allies. 

Top Left: A Marine and Norwegian soldier 
discuss tactics.

Top Right: Marines prepare to fire a M224 
60 mm mortar system.

Middle Left: Secretary of the Navy Richard 
V. Spencer visits U.S. service members 
during Exercise Thunder Reindeer in Seter-
moen, Norway. 

Middle Right: Lt. Col. Anthony Johnston, 
the commanding officer of Marine Ro-
tational Force-Europe 19.2, speaks to a 
Norwegian soldier at a rehearsal of concept 
drill.

Bottom: Norwegian Brig. Gen. Lars 
Lervik, the commander of the Norwegian 
Brigade North, briefs Marines.
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BALTOPS
JUNE 3 - JUNE 21

Exercise Baltic Operations (BALTOPS) is the premier maritime exercise in the Baltic 
Sea region and one of the largest exercises in northern Europe. A multinational 
force, including U.S. Marines, demonstrated the interoperability of NATO allies and 
partners while assuring nations of NATO’s commitment to security and stability in 
the Baltic Sea region. BALTOPS also delivers high-end training across the entire 
spectrum of naval warfare. 

Top Left: A Marine departs from the Whidbey 
Island-class dock landing ship USS Fort McHenry 
(LSD-43) aboard a landing craft utility during an 
amphibious assault.

Middle Left and Bottom Left: Marines conduct an 
amphibious assault.

Bottom Right:  U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Brendan 
Davies, an assaultman with the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, poses for a photo.

ARCTIC CHALLENGE 
EXERCISE

MAY 22 - JUNE 2

Arctic Challenge Exercise is a multinational training 
event that took place throughout Norway, Sweden, 
and Finland. This exercise promoted regional 
security, strengthened partner capacities, and 
improved interoperability between participating 
NATO allied and partner armed forces. Training 
events included air-exercises and a live-exercise 
through a United Nations-mandated scenario. 

Top: A Marine salutes a U.S. Marine Corps F/A-18 
Hornet before takeoff.

Middle Left: A Marine conducts flight line operations.

Middle Right: A U.S. Marine Corps F/A-18 Hornet 
prepares for takeoff.

Bottom: A U.S. Marine Corps F/A-18 Hornet conducts 
flight operations.



Marines fire a 
round with a M777 
howitzer. 

D Y N A M I C  F R O N T 
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Top Left: Marines post security in a U.S. Marine Corps AAV/P7-
A1 assault amphibious vehicle.

Top Right: Marines conduct a simulated tactical recovery. 

Middle Right: U.S. Marine Corps AAV/P7-A1 assault amphibious 
vehicles head to shore.

Bottom Left: Marines conduct a simulated tactical recovery. 

Bottom Right: Marines assault an objective.

Exercise Alexander The Great is a bilateral event 
involving U.S. Marines and the Greek Naval Infantry 
Brigade that reassures the NATO allied relationship, 
improves readiness, and strengthens interoperability 
through platoon to battalion-level infantry and 
amphibious skills.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT
JANUARY 6 - JANUARY 12

AFRICAN LION
MARCH 11 - APRIL 4

Exercise African Lion is a joint and combined exercise that includes a Combined-Joint Task Force command 
post exercise linked with: intelligence capacity building workshop and basic intelligence course; aviation training 
exercises; field training exercises; humanitarian civic assistance; and senior leader dialogue events focused on 
counter-violent extremist organizations; maritime/land/air-border security; transnational threats and regional 
cooperation; and cyber defense. This exercise strengthens African partner nations’ capacity to contain regional 
instability, degrade violent extremist organizations, and maintain security within their borders. It reinforces 
training conducted in previous iterations of African Lion exercises, and creates a foundation for intra-military 
cooperation. African Lion is the largest U.S. exercise in the AFRICOM area of operation.

Top: Members of the Moroccan special 
operations forces conduct live-fire training 
with the M240B machine gun.

Bottom Left: Marines conduct training 
with a Defense Advanced GPS Receiver.

Bottom Right: Marines conduct training 
on joint terminal attack controller 
operations.
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Exercise Platinum Eagle  is a 
semi-annual, multinational field 
training exercise designed to 
exercise offensive and defensive 
operations in an effort to increase 
interoperability among U.S. 
Marines, allies, and partner 
nations. This training improved 
proficiency in combined-arms 
fire and maneuver, and increased 
interoperability. 

Top: A Romanian army soldier assaults an objective.

Middle Left: Marines assault an objective.

Middle Right: Marines conduct live-fire training 
with the 60-mm mortar system. 

Bottom: Marines conduct live-fire training.

PLATINUM EAGLE
MARCH 11 - MARCH 22

DYNAMIC FRONT
FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 9

Exercise Dynamic Front is a 7th Army Training Command, 
U.S. Army Europe-directed exercise that focuses on U.S., 
NATO, and multinational units working together to execute 
multi-echelon fires and test interoperability of both tactical 
and theater-level fire systems in a live environment. This 
was the first time U.S. Marines participated in the exercise. 
In addition to improving allied and partner nation ability 
to integrate joint fires in a multinational environment, U.S. 
Marines demonstrated capabilities and concepts from the 
Marine Corps’ Expeditionary Force 21, the Marine Corps 
vision for designing and developing the Marine Air-Ground-
Task Force into the future. To achieve this objective, 14th 
Marine Regiment deployed and operated High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket System and M777 howitzer batteries.

Top: A Marine watches an Albanian EOD robot 
investigate an inert IED.

Middle Left: A Marine carries a M777 howitzer round. 

Middle Right: Marines prepare to fire a M777 howitzer.

Bottom Left and Middle: An explosive ordnance disposal 
Marine conducts training.

Bottom Right: Marines launch rockets from a High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket System.
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BELLEAU WOOD
MAY 27

The Belleau Wood Ceremony is an annual World 
War I commemoration that serves to remind 
all audiences of the enormous sacrifices made 
by the 4th Marine Brigade during the Battle of 
Belleau Wood, which took place in June 1918. 
The main service takes place at the Aisne-Marne 
American Cemetery in Belleau, France, with a 
Memorial Day service at Oise-Aisne American 
Cemetery in Seringes-et-Nesles, France. This 
year was the 101st Anniversary of the battle. 

Top: The 1st Marine Division Band marches toward the town of 
Belleau.

Middle: A Marine from the 1st Marine Division Band prepares 
to play Taps. 

Bottom Left: A Marine participates in a private wreath-laying 
ceremony. 

Bottom Middle: The 1st Marine Division Band marches in the 
town of Belleau.

Bottom Right: Marine Forces Europe and Africa color guard 
stands at parade rest during the Oise-Aisne Memorial Day 
ceremony at the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery.

WHITE ULFBERHT
JANUARY 7 - JANUARY 27

Top/Middle Left and Top Right: Marines conduct a cold-weather 
hike while carrying a combat load.

Bottom Left and Right: Marines shoot rifles while using ski poles 
as a support system. 

Exercise White Ulfberht familiarizes U.S. Marines 
with cold-weather equipment through arduous 
training within a mountainous environment and 
in adverse weather conditions. This cold-weather 
training enhances basic knowledge and skills for 
successful execution of combat operations, increases 
interoperability with our Norwegian allies, improves 
readiness, and reinforces relationships. 
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SPMAGTF-CR-AF is a rotational contingent of approximately 1,000 Marines, Sailors, and support elements 
sourced from subordinate units within II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

SPMAGTF-CR-AF conducts crisis-response, contingency operations, and theater security cooperation, enabling 
operations and other missions. The unit is a self-deploying, and highly mobile crisis response force allocated 
to AFRICOM to respond to missions in both permissive and uncertain environments. Missions include the 
protection of U.S. personnel, property, and interests in the AFRICOM area of responsibility. 

SPMAGTF-CR-AF is postured to respond to a broad range of military operations in the AFRICOM region, 
including U.S. Embassy reinforcement; fixed-site security; non-combatant evacuation operations; humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief operations; tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel; theater security cooperation; 
and other missions as directed. Additionally, SPMAGTF-CR-AF can serve as the lead element or the 
coordination node for a larger joint/combined element.

The official request for forces for a SPMAGTF-CR-AF was made in February 2013, and the Marine Corps 
established the initial force in March 2013. The force has repositioned to respond to unrest and contingency 
operations nine times: May, September, October, and December 2013; July and October 2014; March 2015; July 
2016; and October 2017.

SPMAGTF-CR-AF also conducts military-to-military training exercises throughout the AFRICOM and 
EUCOM areas of responsibility. Working with partner nations promotes regional stability in Europe and Africa.

Left: Marines evacuate a simulated isolated and injured service 
member.

Middle and Right : Marines prepare to fire the M240B machine 
gun.

MARINE ROTATIONAL FORCE-EUROPE

The United States Marine Corps established a rotational 
presence in Vaernes, Norway, in January 2017, in order 
to enhance Marine Corps readiness to conduct training 
and operations in support of EUCOM requirements. 
The force operating primarily in the Nordic region is 
ready for employment throughout the EUCOM area 
of responsibility. The force was invited by Norwegian 
Defence Minister Ine Eriksen Søreide in an official 
statement October 24, 2016. MRF-E focuses on regional 
engagements throughout the Nordic and Baltic states 
by conducting various named exercises and military-
to-military engagements; cold-weather and mountain 
training in arctic conditions; and exercising prepositioned 
equipment, which enhances our overall interoperability 
with allies and partners. 

The force is part of a long-standing tradition of deploying 
Marines to Norway to train with our NATO ally. Initially, 
this rotational deployment of Marines in Norway was 
approved by the Norwegian government on a one-year 
trial basis, the Norwegian MOD extended the agreement 
through calendar year 2018. On August 15, 2018, 
the Norwegian government announced that U.S. and 
Norwegian authorities agreed to extend and increase the 
rotational training mission of the Marine Corps in Værnes, 
and to add an additional location in Setermoen, Norway. 
The announcement also confirmed the expansion of the 
rotational force, authorizing up to 700 Marines to maintain 
a rotational presence in Norway. 

Top: A Marine conducts an ice-breaking drill.

Bottom Left: A Marine with electronic warfare liaison element 
and a scout sniper prepare for a tactical extract.

Bottom Middle: A Marine and Norwegian soldier discuss the 
plan of attack.

Bottom Right: A Marine fires a Tube-launched, Optically 
tracked, Wire-guided missile system (TOW).

SPECIAL PURPOSE MARINE AIR-
GROUND TASK FORCE- CRISIS 

RESPONSE-AFRICA




