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Sequence of Events

Social Hour 1700 - 1800

First Call 1740

Ceremony 1800-1930
Invocation

Commandant’s Video

Attention

Adjutant’s Call

Arrival of the Official Party

Presentation of Colors *

National Anthem *

Presentation of the Birthday Cake

General Lejeune’s Message

Commandant’s Message

Cake Cutting Ceremomny

Colors Retired *

Anchors Away & The Marines’ Hymn

Commander’s Remarks

Guest of Honor's Remarks
Dinner 2000 -2100
Dancing 2100 - 0100

* Please stand for these events



The Marines' Prayer

Almighty Father, whose command is over all and whose love never fails, make me aware of Thy
presence and obedient to Thy will. Keep me true to my best self, guarding me against dishonesty
in purpose in deed and helping me to live so that I can face my fellow Marines, my loved ones
and Thee without shame or fear. Protect my family. Give me the will to do the worK of a
Marine and to accept my share of responsibilities with vigor and enthusiasm. Grant me the
courage to be proficient in my daily performance. Keep me loyal and faithful to my superiors
and to the duties my country and the Marine Corps have entrusted to me. MaRe me considerate
of those committed to my leadership. Help me to wear my uniform with dignity, and let it
remind me daily of the traditions which I must uphold. If I am inclined to doubt; steady my
Sfaith; if I am tempted, make me strong to resist; if I should miss the mark, give me courage to
try again. Guide me with the light of truth and grant me wisdom by which I may understand

the answer to my prayer. Amen.



Guest of Honor

General David M. Rodriguez, Commander U.S. Africa Command

General David M. Rodriguez became the third
commander of U.S. Africa Command (USAFRICOM),
headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany, on April 5, 2013.
U.S. Africa Command is one of six-unified geographic
combatant commands within the Department of Defense

unified command structure.

A native of West Chester, Pennsylvania, General
Rodriguez earned his commission from the United States
Military Academy at West Point, New York in 1976.

General Rodriguez has commanded at every level. His
previous assignment was Commanding General of the

United States Army Forces Command. Additional

commands include: the International Security Assistance Force - Joint Command (1JC) in Afghanistan;
the 82nd Airborne Division; 2nd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division; and 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault). He commanded companies in 75th Ranger Regiment,
and 1st Armored Division.

General Rodriguez holds a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies from the United
States Naval War College and a Masters of Military Art and Science from the United States Army

Command and General Staff College.

General Rodriguez's awards and decorations include the Defense Distinguished Service Medal,
Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal,
numerous foreign awards, Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge, Master Parachutist

Badge, Air Assault Badge, and Ranger Tab.

He is married to the former Virginia E. Flaherty of Red Bank, New Jersey and they have four children;

Amy, Melissa, David, and Andrew.



General John A. Lejeune's Birthday Message

“On November Ist, 1921, John A. Lejeune, 13th Commandant of the Marine
Corps, directed that a reminder of the honorable service of the Corps be published by every
command, to all Marines throughout the globe, on the birthday of the Corps. Since that day,
Marines have continued to distinguish themselves on many battlefields and foreign shores, in
war and peace. On this birthday of the Corps, therefore, in compliance with the will of the 13th
Commandant, Article 38, United States Marine Corps Manual, Edition of 1921, is republished as
follows:

"'(1) On November 10,1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a
resolution of the Continental Congress. Since that date many thousand men have borne the
name Marine. In memory of them it is fitting that we who are marines should commemorate the
birthday of our corps by calling to mind the glories of its long and illustrious history.

" (2) The record of our corps is one which will bear comparison with that
of the most famous military organizations in the world's history. During 90 of the 146 years of
its existence the Marine Corps has been in action against the Nation's foes. From the Battle of
Trenton to the Argonne, marines have won foremost honors in war, and in the long eras of
tranquillity at home generation after generation of marines have growﬁi gray in war in both
hemispheres, and in every corner of the seven seas that our country and its citizens might enjoy
peace and security. ‘

" '(3) In every battle and skirmish since the birth of our corps marines
have acquitted themselves with the greatest distinction, winning new honors on each occasion
until the term marine has come to signify all that is highest in military efficiency and soldierly
virtue.

" '(4) This high name of distinction and soldierly repute we who are
Marines to-day have received from those who preceded us in the corps. With it we also received
from them the eternal spirit which has animated our corps from generation to generation and has
been the distinguishing mark of the marines in every age. So long as that spirit continues to
flourish marines will be found equal to every emergency in the future as they have been in the
past, and the men of our Nation will regard us as worthy successors to the long line of illustrious
men who have served as "Soldiers of the Sea" since the founding of the corps.'

"The inspiring message of our 13th Commandant has left its mark in the hearts
and minds of all Marines. By deed and act from Guadalcanal to Iwo Jima, from Inchon to the
Korean Armistice, in interventions from Lebanon to the Dominican Republic, and from the
opening battles in Vietnam to the Mayaguez rescue, Marines have continued to epitomize those
qualities which are their legacy. The success which they have achieved in combat and the faith
they have borne in peace will continue. The Commandant and our many friends have added
their hearty praise and congratulations on this, our ___ birthday." (Underscoring supplied.)



10 November 2013
A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

For 238 years, the United States Marine Corps has proudly served our great Nation
with unfailing valor — bolstered by the enduring fortitude of our fellow Marines, our families,
and our friends. This is why each year on November 10th, Marines from all generations
gather together, in groups large and small, to celebrate the birthday of our Corps and to reflect
on the proud legacy and warrior ethos we share. This is what unites us as Marines. From our
first battle at New Providence to today in Afghanistan, Marines have always shown that they
were made of tougher stuff — that when the enemy’s fire poured in from all angles, and the’
situation was grim, Marines unequivocally knew that their fellow Marines would stay behind
their guns, fight courageously, and drive the enemy from the battlefield. We have always
known hardship, fatigue, and pain ... but we have never known what it is to lose a battle!

Marines of generations past built our reputation as the most disciplined and honorable
warriors to ever set foot on a battlefield, and we have triumphed in every battle because our
Corps has always focused on iron discipline and combat excellence. This is who we are...this
is what we do! It matters not whether you carried an M-1, an M-14, or M-16. It matters not
whether you fought on a lonely island in the Pacific, assaulted a citadel in the jungle, or
marched up to Baghdad. It matters not whether you are a grunt, a pilot or a loggie. What
matters is that, when the chips were down and things got tough, your fellow Marines could
count on you to stand and fight ... and fight you did!

This year, we celebrate the anniversary of several epic battles in our celebrated
history: the 70th anniversary of the 2nd Marine Division landing on Tarawa, the 45th
anniversary of the Battle of Hue City, and the 10th anniversary of the “March Up” to
Baghdad. Marines who fought in these legendary battles each made their mark upon the
history of our Corps. They have passed a rich and illustrious legacy on to us — a much
heralded reputation. It is ours to jealously guard, and it is up to us to make our own marks
and thus proudly pass it on to the generations of Marines who will follow.

Sergeant Major Micheal Barrett joins me in congratulating each of you. Because of
you, your selfless service, and your many sacrifices, our Corps remains strong and ready to
respond to any crisis. Throughout history, Marines have faced tough times and there will be
tough times ahead, but there is no challenge we cannot overcome if we remain honorable and
always faithful to our Nation, our Constitution and each other. Happy Birthday, Marines!

Semper Fidelis,

al, U.S. Marine Corps
Commandant of the Marine Corps



Hosting Official

Maj. Gen. Raymond C. Fox,

Commander U.S. Marine Corps Forces Africa

Major General Fox was promoted to his current rank on
18 September 2009 and assumed the duties of
Commanding General, Il Marine Expeditionary Force on
July 13th, 2012. Major General Fox graduated from
Eastern Washington University in 1977. He was
commissioned through the Platoon Leaders Class in June
1977 and designated a Naval Aviator in August 1979.

Major General Fox’s assignments in the operating forces
include Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262,
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadrons 265, Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron 268, Desert Storm.
Commander of Law Enforcement Marine Air Ground
Task Force 2-90, Logistics Officer for 1st Marine

Regiment, Executive Officer and Commanding Officer of i “ fﬁ&;:’-’
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 163, and Battle Ve i

Captain for 3d Marine Air Wing during Operation lraqi
Freedom I. He has deployed with the 11th, 13th, and 15th
Marine Expeditionary Units and completed 6
WESTPAC/SWA deployments.

Other assignments include Flight Instructor Marine Helicopter Training Squadron 301, Head of Enlisted
Counseling/Substandard Performance Section Enlisted Assignment Branch at Headquarters Marine
Corps, Joint Requirements Division J-8 Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff, Executive Officer-and
Commanding Officer of Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron (MAWTS-1) Yuma, and 2d
Marine Aircraft Wing Liaison Officer to the Combined Air Operations Center, Qatar, OIF I1.

As a general officer, Major General Fox has served as the Assistant Deputy. Commandant for Programs &
Resources at Headquarters Marine Corps, Deputy Director of Resources and Acquisition at the Joint Staff
J-8, and Commanding General of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and Marine Corps Training and Education
Command in Quantico Virginia.

Major General Fox is a graduate of the Australian Army Command and Staff College and the U.S. Army
War College. He holds a Graduate diploma in Management and Masters Degrees in Public
Administration and Strategic Studies.

Major General Fox has accumulated over 5,000 hours in Marine and Navy aircraft.



The Marine’s Hymn

From the Halls of Montezuma,
To the shores of Tripoli;

We fight our country's battles
In the air, on land, and sea;
First to fight for right and freedom
And to Reep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the title
Of United States Marine.

Our flag's unfurled to every breeze

From dawn to setting sun;
We have fought in every clime and place
Where we could take a gun;
In the snow of far-off Northern lands

And in sunny tropic scenes;

You will find us always on the job
The United States Marines.

Here's health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve;
In many a strife we've fought for life
And never lost our nerve;
If the Army and the Navy
Ever look on Heaven's scenes;
They will find the streets are guarded
By United States Marines.

About: The “Marine’s Hymn” is the official kymn of the United States
Marine Corps and is the oldest official song of the U.S. Armed Forces. The
“Marine’s Hymn” is taught in Marine Corps Recruit Training or Officer
Candidate School and is sung at the position-of-attention as a gesture of
respect.

Courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps History Division


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Chapultepec
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Derne

History of the Marine Corps Birthday Ball

The U.S. Marine Corps begins preparations for its "birthday party" every summer. Activities become
more feverish as the fall hues arrive. By early November, every Marine is either rehearsing his role in the
"party" or pressing, polishing, and spit-shining in order to appear at his or her best for the Birthday Ball.
This has not always been the case, however. In fact, Marines have not always celebrated their founding on
November the 10th. Formal commemoration of the birthday of the Marine Corps began on 10 November
1921. That particular date was chosen because on that day the Second Continental Congress resolved in
1775 to raise two battalions of Continental Marines.

Until 1921 the birthday of the Corps had been celebrated on another date. An unidentified newspaper
clipping from 1918 refers to the celebration of the 120th birthday of the Marine Corps on 11 July "as
usual with no fuss.” It is doubtful that there was any real celebration at all. Further inspection of
documents and publications prior to 1921 shows no evidence of ceremonies, pageants, or parties. The July
date was commemorated between 1798 and 1921 as the birthday of the Corps. During the Revolution,
Marines had fought on land and sea, but at the close of the Revolution the Marine Corps and the Navy
were all but disbanded. On 11 July 1798, President John Adams approved a bill that recreated the Corps,
thereby providing the rationale for this day being commemorated as the birthday of the U.S. Marine
Corps.


https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Speeches/ContinentalCongress.aspx

On 21 October 1921,
Maj Edwin McClellan,
Officer-in-Charge,
Historical Section,
Headquarters Marine
Corps, sent a
memorandum to
Major General
Commandant John A.
Lejeune, suggesting
that the original
birthday on 10
November 1775 be
declared a Marine
Corps holiday to be
celebrated throughout
the Corps. Maj
McClellan further
suggested that a dinner
be held in Washington
D.C., to commemorate
. the event. Guests

. would include
prominent men from the Marine Corps, Army, and Navy, and descendants of the Revolution.

Accordingly, on 1 November 1921, MajGen Lejeune issued Marine Corps Order No. 47, Series 1921.
The order summarized the history, mission, and tradition of the Corps, and directed that it be read to
every command on 10 November each subsequent year in honor of the birthday of the Marine Corps. This
order has been duly carried out.

Some commands expanded the celebration during the next few years. In 1923 at Fort Mifflin,
Pennsylvania, the celebration of the Marine Corps' 148th birthday took the form of a dance in the
barracks that evening. Marines at the Navy Yard, Norfolk, Virginia, staged a sham battle on the parade
ground in commemoration of the birthday. The battle lasted about twenty minutes, and was witnessed by
Portsmouth and Norfolk citizens. At Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the birthday was celebrated
on the 12th, since a special liberty to Santiago had been arranged on the 10th. The morning activities
included field and water sports, and a shooting match. In the afternoon the Marines won a baseball game,
9-8, over a Cuban team. In the evening, members of the command put on a variety show followed by four
boxing bouts.

The first so-called "Birthday Ball," such as suggested by Maj
McClellan, was probably held in 1925 in Philadelphia. No
records have been located of one prior to 1925. Guests
included the Secretaries of War and Navy, Major General
Commandant Lejeune, famous statesmen, soldiers, and
sailors. The principle event was the unveiling of a tablet on
the site of Tun Tavern. The tablet was a gift from the Thomas
Roberts Reath Post, American Legion, whose membership
was composed exclusively of Marines. The celebration was
held in conjunction with the annual convention of the Marine



https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Who%27s%20Who/J-L/Lejeune_JA.aspx
https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Who%27s%20Who/J-L/Lejeune_JA.aspx
https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Speeches/MCBirthdayMessage.aspx

Corps League. A parade included Marines, Regular Army, and Navy detachments, National Guard, and
other military organizations. The evening banquet was held at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel and a ball
followed at the Bellevue-Stratford.

It is not possible to determine precisely when the first cake ceremony was held, but there is evidence of a
ceremony being held at Quantico, Virginia, in 1935.

Also on record was one held at Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C., in 1937 where Major General
Commandant Thomas Holcomb presided at an open house for Marine Corps officers. Ceremonies
included the cutting of a huge cake designed after the famous Tun Tavern in Philadelphia.

From 1937, observances of the Marine Corps Birthday appeared to develop spontaneously throughout the
Corps as if they had a life of their own. The celebrations were publicized through every media.
Newsreels, motion pictures, and displays were prepared to summarize the history of the Corps. In 1943,
standard blank Marine Corps scrap books were forwarded to all districts to be filled with 168th
anniversary clippings, scripts, pictures, programs, and other memorabilia, and returned to Headquarters.
Unfortunately none of these scrapbooks remain in official files.

In 1951, a formal Birthday Ball Pageant was held at Headquarters Marine Corps. Similar to the pageant
today, the script described the Marines' period uniforms and the cake ceremony. Although this is the first
substantive record of a pageant, Leatherneckmagazine of 10 November 1925 pictures Marines at a
pageant in Salt Lake City, Utah, which had taken place "several years ago."

On 28 October 1952, the Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., directed that
the celebration of the Marine Corps Birthday be formalized throughout the Corps, and provided an outline
for the cake ceremony, as well as other formal observances. This outline was included in the Marine
Corps Drill Manual, approved 26 January 1956.

Traditionally, the first piece of Birthday cake is
presented to the oldest Marine present and the
second piece to the youngest Marine present.
When and where this tradition began remains
unknown. Some records indicate this practice,
and others vary it depending on the dignitaries
present at the ball. First pieces of cake have been
presented to newlyweds, the Secretary of the
Navy, governors, and others, but generally
speaking, the first pieces of cake go to the oldest
and youngest Marines at the ball.

At present, celebrations of the Marine Corps
Birthday on 10 November differ at posts and
stations throughout the Corps. All
commemorations include the reading of Marine
Corps Order No. 47, and the Commandant's message to those assembled. Most commands sponsor a
Birthday Ball of some sort, complete with pageant and cake ceremony as prescribed in the Marine Corps
Manual. Like the Corps itself, the Birthday Ball developed from simple origins to become the polished,
professional function that all Marines commemorate on 10 November around the world.

Courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps History Division


https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Who%27s%20Who/G-I/Holcomb_T.aspx
https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Who%27s%20Who/S-U/shepherd_lc.aspx

Parade Precedence

The rationale behind the present parade precedence structure appears to be based more on custom than on
any documented set of criteria. The majority of texts, manuals, and guides on the subject of military and
naval customs and traditions appear to cite service seniority as the determining factor in deciding the
precedence of the armed forces in parades.

The Marine Officer’s Guide, section 1823, states “To avoid conflicts at parades or ceremonies, the places
of honor are allocated in order of Service seniority...” Likewise, in Military Customs and Traditions, it is
stated that “Precedence among military units vary much as among people - is normally determined by
age.”

_—i

In theory, these criteria for establishing the parade precedence of the various armed forces would seem to
be very straightforward and easily comprehendible. However, in practice this is not the case. There exists
among the various branches of the services a divergence of opinion on the issue of dates which mark the
beginnings of their respective branches.

Service seniority can be interpreted in a number of ways. For example, one could trace the origins of the
various branches in their respective dates when the Continental Congress passed initiating resolutions.



Using this criteria we could find the Army being established in June 1775, the Navy in October 1775, and
the Marines on 10 November 1775.

However, seniority of the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps is obscured by the divergent elements of the
intentions of the Continental Congress as compared to the realization of those intentions.

Although the intention of the Congress to established an Army is apparent in several resolutions of June
1775, the realization of those intentions was not effected until 1 January 1776 when General Washington
states in his orderly book, “This day giving commencement to the new Army which in every point of
view is entirely Continental.”

Likewise, the Navy which the Congress created by resolution in October 1775 was not to be realized until
several months later. The process of procuring and outfitting ships as well as enlisting and commissioning
personnel was a time-consuming one. The.commander in chief of the Navy and other officers were not
commissioned until 22 December 1775.

The Marine Corps, on the other hand, even though established by resolution on 10 November 1775, was
actually a force in readiness before the Army or the Navy. Samuel Nicholas was commissioned a Captain
of Marines on 28 November 1775, a month before the first officer of the Continental Navy was
commissioned. Indeed, the Marine Corps’ claim to being the oldest integral force in being results
primarily from fortunate circumstances. The Corps was much smaller and more closely knit than either of
the other services, and its origin was not complicated by the existence of provincial and local forces
already in the field. Thus, the Continental Marine force was all regular Marine from the beginning during
the period when the Army was an amorphous mass of mixed Continentals and militia, and the Navy
lacked ships. The Marine Corps appears, therefore, to be the first truly “federal” armed services branch.

The question of seniority of the armed services is further confused by the fact that nearly all of the
original Colonies placed militia, ships, and troops serving as Marines in action at the opening of
hostilities, before the establishment of the Continental Congress. It could be argued that these forces,
having been taken under Continental pay and control, constituted the beginning of the American Army,
Navy, and Marines.

Thus, it seems that no definitive case can be made for establishing the relative seniority of the Army,
Navy and Marine Corps. In fact, the only facts that correspond with the present parade order of Army,
Marine Corps, and Navy respectively are the dates when their first officers were commissioned, in June,
November, and December of 1775. It appears that the present order of parade precedence has evolved
over the years, perhaps initially based on early opinions of the actual dates of origin of the services. In
any case, the present order of parade precedence has become one of our foremost military customs and as
the foregoing has indicated, there appears to be little evidence to support any change in that order. The
present order of parade precedence is indicated in DoD Directive 1005.8 as Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
and Air Force. Therefore, by analogy, the order of display of colors should be in the same order.

Courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps History Division



The Marine Corps Emblem and Seal

The history of the Marine Corps emblem is a story related to the
history of the Corps itself. The emblem of today traces its roots to the
designs and ornaments of early Continental Marines as well as British
Royal Marines. The emblem took its present form in 1868. Before
that time many devices, ornaments, and distinguishing marks
followed one another as official marks of the Corps.

In 1776, the device consisted of a "foul anchor" of silver or pewter.
The foul-anchor still forms a part of the emblem today. (A foul
anchor is an anchor which has one or more turns of the chain around it). Changes were made in 1798,
1821, and 1824. In 1834 it was prescribed that a brass eagle be worn on the hat, the eagle to measure 3 %2
inches from wingtip to wingtip.

During the early years numerous distinguishing marks were prescribed, including "black cockades",
"scarlet plumes," and "yellow bands and tassels." In 1859 the origin of the present color scheme for the
officer's dress uniform ornaments appeared on an elaborate device of solid white metal and yellow metal.
The design included a United States shield, half wreath, a bugle, and the letter "M."

In 1868, Brigadier General Commandant Jacob Zeilin appointed a board "to decide and report upon the
various devices of cap ornaments of the Marine Corps.” On 13 November 1868, the board turned in its
report. It was approved by the Commandant four days later, and on 19 November 1868 was signed by the
Secretary of the Navy.

The emblem recommended by this board consists of a globe
(showing the Western Hemisphere) intersected by a foul anchor,
and surmounted by a spread eagle. On the emblem itself, the
device is topped by a ribbon inscribed with the Latin motto

"Semper Fidelis" (Always Faithful). The uniform ornaments omit o

the motto ribbon. i\
The general design of the emblem was probably derived from the !
British Royal Marines' "Globe and Laurel." The globe on the U.S. &
Marine emblem signifies service in any part of the world. The € SN # A “E
eagle also indirectly signifies service worldwide, although this may & KL S“:’

not have been the intention of the designers in 1868. The eagle AIARE-PE

which they selected for the Marine emblem is a crested eagle, a

type found all over the world. On the other hand, the eagle pictured on the great seal and the currency of
the United States is the bald eagle, strictly a North American variety. The anchor, whose origin dates back
to the founding of the Marine Corps in 1775, indicates the amphibious nature of Marines' duties.

On 22 June 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed an Executive Order, which approved the
design of an official seal for the United States Marine Corps. The new seal had been designed at the
request of the Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr.

The new seal consisted of the traditional Marine Corps emblem in bronze; however, an American bald
eagle replaced the crested eagle depicted on the 1868 emblem, and is depicted with wings displayed,
standing upon the western hemisphere of the terrestrial globe, and holding in his beak a scroll inscribed
with the Marine Corps motto "Semper Fidelis" (Ever Faithful) with the hemisphere superimposed on a


https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Who%27s%20Who/Y-Z/zeilin_j.aspx
https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Who%27s%20Who/S-U/shepherd_lc.aspx
https://www.mcu.usmc.mil/historydivision/Pages/Customs_Traditions/Marine_Corps_Motto.aspx

foul anchor. The seal is displayed on a scarlet background encircled with a Navy blue band edged in a
gold rope rim and inscribed "Department of the Navy, United States Marine Corps™ in gold letters.

Coincident with the approval of this seal by the President, the emblem centered on the seal was adopted in
1955 as the official Marine Corps Emblem.

Courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps History Division
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